














No. 37 June/July 2008

Local, National and International News

Dear friends
Since the last newsletter there have been
several important developments concerning
Missile Defense – specifically in the Czech
Republic and Poland. Many of you may know
that Jan Tamas and Jan Bednar were on a
hunger strike. Their action highlighted the fact
that despite 70% of the Czech people opposing
the siting of radar facilities as Bdny, an
agreement between the US and the
government has been made. Jan Bednar was
taken to hospital with liver failure. After three
weeks abstaining from food, they both decided
to ‘suspend’ the hunger strike. Their
inspiration and courageous action elicited a
wave of support round the world and others
have continued the hunger strike.. Our
thoughts and prayers go with them all in their
courageous stance [see item inside for 24 hour
hunger strike at Menwith Hill].

The situation In Poland it seems, is that the
government is waiting for a new US President.
The deal apparently is that the US will help
Poland to update their military machine in
exchange for Poland's agreement to the siting
of US silos. Things are moving fast.

Many of us are waiting for a change of
Presidency in the US. The Bush regime has
been a disaster. The world so desperately
needs imaginative, alternative and creative
policy decisions - what a mess we are in.

So what do we do in the face of such terrible
news round the world being thrown at us every
minute of the day? Climate change,
earthquakes, more and more people with no
food or not enough food to eat, frightening
violence like stabbings by the young on the
young are just a few of the issues
overwhelming us.

We choose to order the world in this way.
Instead of settling conflicts by violent military
means with more and more horrific weaponry,
we could choose to go down the diplomatic
and cooperation route and divert resources
into providing basic human needs for all. This
is what CAAB works for. Independence FROM
America on 4 July 5-10 pm is another
opportunity to demand this – see details inside.

Please turn to page 8 to see a
special message from Christine Dean

– Hon Treasurer

Ministry of Defence Police and
Guarding Agency: RAF Fairford

Mr. Clifton-Brown: To ask the Secretary of
State for Defence what recent discussions he
has had with the US authorities on the level of
policing at RAF Fairford by the Ministry of
Defence Police.
Mr. Bob Ainsworth: Discussions are currently
taking place between officials and the US
authorities on the policing arrangements for
RAF Fairford. This is part of a continuing review
of security at bases used by the United States
visiting force. Any changes in security would
not take place without mutual agreement [26
Mar 2008 : Column 166W].

Ministry of Defence Police Agency

Q: Nick Harvey: To ask the Secretary of State
for Defence how much the anti-terrorist unit
patrolling RAF Menwith Hill has cost the
Ministry of Defence Police Agency in each year
since such patrols began. [197049]

A: Mr. Bob Ainsworth: I am withholding the
cost of the Ministry of Defence police deployed
at RAF Menwith Hill for the purpose of
safeguarding national security.

FINALLY ...
The recent explanation by Derek Twigg
(Parliamentary Under Secretary MOD) in the
adjournment debate on USAF Welford as to
why bases occupied and controlled by the US
Visiting Forces are called ‘RAF’:
“The sites continue to be known as RAF
stations for the simple reason that they are RAF
stations playing host to units from the US
armed forces stationed in this country” [so now
you know – Ed!]
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Talks by CAAB since last Newsletter:
Durham Peace Action Group, YCND meeting in
Leeds on Missile Defense, Harrogate Meeting
House, USAF Croughton, Acomb Meeting
House.

Press and interviews:
Stars and Stripes, Northampton Gazette, Yorkshire
Post.

Meeting for Worship:
Continue at outside various US bases – contact
CAAB for details

Treasurer’s thank you:
The response to my appeal for financial help with
Lindis’s Court costs has been truly overwhelming.
Equally important as the generous donations have
been the many heartfelt messages of support
accompanying them.
My sincere thanks to the kind people who have
both filled our coffers and strengthened our
determination in the long, hard struggle. Because
the amount raised has reached beyond £5,000
presently needed, I am keeping a continuing Legal
Fund future Court cases. These will be described
on our website and in newsletters.
This will mean that for a while at least concerns
about legal costs will be lifted from our shoulders
– a situation that I now know so many of you wish
for CAAB.
Any further donations to the CAAB Legal Fund
can be sent to me at: 4 Garnett Street, Otley,
West Yorkshire, LS21 1AL.

With love and renewed thanks
Christine Dean
Hon.Treasurer

CAAB Co-ordinators: Lindis Percy and Laila Packer
Hon Treasurer: Christine Dean
New Webmaster: WAVE of Hastings

CONTACT: 59 Swarcliffe Road, Harrogate, HG1 4QZ.
Tel/Fax no: 01423 884076
Please note new E-mail: caabuk@ntworld.com
Website: http://www.caab.org.uk
(really is about to be launched!)
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