














No. 35 September 2007

Local, National and International News

Dear friends
Bad news was buried 48 hours before

Parliament went into the summer recess and

also while the media was full of the devastating

floods affecting many parts of the country.

What was it? Menwith Hill is to be formally

used for Missile Defense. It could not have

been more devious. Please read the article by

Menzies Campbell over the page.   

CAAB found out about Missile Defense at

Menwith Hill (and later Fylingdales) in 1997.

We brought out a legal action (injunction) to try

to stop the building of the two Space Based

Infra Red System radomes. Against all odds the

case continued for a year before we had to

drop it.  We were not successful in the action of

course, but we learned a great deal about

international law, what Missile Defense actually

was and the worldwide effects it would have,

the implications to local, national and

international security, and much more.  We also

learnt that it is a very difficult issue to campaign

about!  “Star Wars” – yes – good film”!

Perhaps a few more people know about Missile

Defense - however not nearly enough. Menwith

Hill has continued in development and now the

‘inner operations’ are being completely

revamped in preparation for this deadly

weapons system.  It is known as “Operations

Phoenix”.

Missile Defense must be stopped – and we

can do it!

This newsletter concentrates
mostly on issue of Missile

Defense because of important
news that Menwith Hill is now to

be formally used by the US
Government

COME TO THE
‘Drum Them Out’  
demonstration 
13 October 2007

details inside

they have been for the last ten years – put up
with the base until we destroy the pristine
coral reef in Henoko (off Okinawa’s north-
east coast) to make way for its upgraded
counterpart. 

In such circumstances, as we learn more
about your efforts to decommission the
Menwith Hill ‘gunsight,’ we would greatly
welcome your encouragement as we join
others striving to dismantle the 37 bases and
other military facilities here which constitute
part of the killing machine next to the trigger.

While we were at first accused of breaking
the law by hanging the flag, we have since
taken much courage from your activities, and
have also received official support from the
university’s faculties of Law and Global and
Regional Culture.

As a result, more teachers and students
joined the protest from August 13, the third
anniversary of the crash of a US military
transport helicopter into the main building of
the university.

We have also been encouraged by the fact
that our activities have been reported in the
Japanese national press and on a national
television news channel. 

On my visit to Leeds I passed on a DVD of
the Earth Report programme outlining the
situation here, co-produced for BBC World
in 2005 by Futenma-Henoko Action Network
and the London based NGO Television Trust
for the Environment.

As copyright holders, we would like to
encourage CAAB members and friends to
copy, distribute and show the film as widely
as possible.

While Japanese and US governments remain
intransigent, people here still live with the
abysmal choice of enduring the danger of
Futenma or the destruction of Henoko.

At the same time, many organisations in
Okinawa and elsewhere remain determined
to change this dismal prospect, and in doing
so are part and parcel of the International
Campaign for the Accountability of American
Bases

Peter Simpson, on behalf of OIU No Fly
Zone and Futenma-Henoko Action Network

Talks/Workshops Since Last
Newsletter: Yorkshire and Humberside
Youth Parliament, CND conference.

Press Contacts and interviews: New
Statesman, Parliamentary Monitor, Radio
York, Look North, Calendar News.

Meetings for Worship continue at
various US bases – contact CAAB for details.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Heartfelt thanks once again for the generous
donations received in the time since our last
Newsletter.  As Hon. Treasurer, once again I assure
you that our funds are carefully spent to promote this
long and arduous campaign.
Thank you one and all.  Christine Dean, Hon
Treasurer, 5 Garnett Street, Otley, LS21 1AA.

CAAB Co-ordinators: Lindis Percy and Laila Packer
Hon Treasurer: Christine Dean: 

CONTACT: 59 Swarcliffe Road, Harrogate, HG1 4QZ.
Tel/Fax no: 01423 884076
Please note new E-mail: caabuk@ntworld.com

This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper by:
Enid Taylor Ltd, The Printing House, 8 Cold Bath Road,
Harrogate, HG2 0NA. 
Tel: 01423 567764. Fax: 01423 567765. 
E-mail: info@enidtaylor.co.uk

There is an awful lot of information
concerning ‘all things US bases’. We can
only select a small taste.  We are always
pleased to have comments about the
Newsletter (so that we can do it better!)
and would also welcome short articles.
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